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day of preparation, after the last purification had been
observed, they built a round temple of the Sun. Posts were
driven into the ground in a circle ; these were connected
with cross-pieces, and the whole was covered with leaves.
In the middle stood the sacred pole, supporting the roof. A
bundle of many small branches of sacred wood, wrapped in
a splendid buffalo robe, crowned the summit of the temple.
The entrance was on the east, and within the sanctuary
stood an altar on which rested the head of a buffalo.
Beside the altar was the place reserved for the Vestal.
Here, on a bed prepared for her, she slept " the sleep of war,"
as it was called. Her other duties consisted in maintaining
a sacred fire of fragrant herbs, in presenting a lighted pipe
to her husband the Sun, and in telling the high priest the
dream she dreamed during u the sleep of war." On learning
it the priest had it proclaimed to the whole nation to the
beat of drum.1 Every year about the middle of March, Marriage
when the season for fishing with the drag-net began, the gs^g ^
Algonquins and Hurons married their nets to two young among the
girls, aged six or seven. At the wedding feast the net was a
placed between the two maidens, and was exhorted to take quins,
courage and catch many fish. The reason for choosing the
brides so young was to make sure that they were virgins.
The origin of the custom is said to have been this. One
year, when the fishing season came round, the Algonquins
cast their nets as usual, but took nothing. Surprised at
their want of success, they did not know what to make of it,
till the soul or genius (okt) of the net appeared to them in
the likeness of a tall well-built man, who said to them in a
great passion, " I have lost my wife and I cannot find one
who has known no other man but me ; that is why you do
not succeed, and why you never will succeed till you give
me satisfaction on this head." So the Algonquins held a
council and resolved to appease the spirit of the net by
marrying him to two such very young girls that he could
have no ground of complaint on that score for the future.
They did so, and the fishing turned out all that could be
wished. The thing got wind among their neighbours the
Hurons, and they adopted the custom. A share of the
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